A clinical review of the adaptive role of vasopressin in migraine.
Vasopressin is a naturally available neuropeptide that subserves important vasomotor, antinociceptive, behavior control, fluid and electrolyte balance, platelet aggregation and blood coagulation functions. This review focuses on the clinical phenomena of migraine that are likely to influence vasopressin bioavailability or efficacy as well as the modulating influence of vasopressin itself. As part of a complex homeostatic adjustment to stress and pain, the intricacies of vasopressin metabolism may have particular relevance to the pathophysiology of migraine.